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THE COLLECTOR 



"THE AMERICAN ART JOURNAL" 



ADA REHAN IN MEZZOTINT 



ON April 16th last the American Art Journal signalized its thirtieth 
anniversary by the issue of an exceptionally voluminous num- 
ber, with a new and elaborate cover. The leading article, and one of 
great interest to musical people, was devoted to Handel, and bore the 
signature of Dr. James Pech, of New College, Oxford.. It was very 
completely illustrated with portraits of Handel, and caricatures of the 
time, and a pen portrait from life of Dr. Pech, by F. S. Coburn. A 
charming full-page portrait of Miss Mary Howe followed the Handel 
article. Although reproduced from a photograph, the pose and light- 
ing of this likeness are so happy that it has the quality of a picture 
worthy of this gifted and beautiful gentlewoman and artist herself, 
whose recent successes have justified even the Art Journal's title for 
her of the American concept prima donna. As a matter of fact, how- 
ever, the judgment of the editor of this admirable paper can be relied 
on. He not only writes upon music and art, but be knows them, and 
praise from him is praise from Sir Hubert. An illustrated article on 
Wagner at Berlin, by S. G. Pratt; a very interesting illustrated article 
on our Old. Park Theatre, by William H. Morris; and another on the 
music of the "Chinese, by Edgar S. Kelley, the gifted young Cali- 
fornia composer of the " Macbeth " music, which was murdered by 
an incompetent manager here some years ago, formed other conspicu- 
ous features of the issue, which was, in all ways, a credit to itself and 
a gratifying evidence of the prosperity of a paper which merits every 
success it can accomplish. 

To speak of the American Art Journal without alluding to its editor 
is impossible. The thirtieth anniversary of The Journal was also the 
twenty-fifth of the association of Mr. William M. Thorns with it. Mr. 
■ Thorns is one of those ideal critics whom even musicians cannot 
. quarrel with. He possesses the soul of a musician and the technical 
. knowledge, as well as the literary ability, which gives expression to 
ideas. While his paper is largely devoted to music, he also exercises 
his taste and sympathy in the direction of pictures and books, and 
here, too, his decisions are without bias and of a just construction. 
He has made a fine and valuable collection of books and pictures relat- 
ing to music and the drama, and the private collection of his wife, 
Mrs. Clara E. Thorns, whose accomplishments as a concert pianist 
and instructor are of Continental knowledge, is even more famous 
than his own among collectors of the memorabilia of the twin arts of 
the dramatic and the lyric stage. 



The removal is announced of the American Numismatic and Archaeological 
Society to the Academy of Medicine Building, at 17 West Forty-third street, 
where it has in every way more desirable rooms than at its old address. The 
rooms will be open, as heretofore, every Thursday evening, when the library 
and cabinets will be accessible to members. Messrs. Bauman L. Belden, 
Charles H. Wright and Herbert Valentine are the room committee. 



PROBABLY the strongest and finest mezzotint plate which has 
been made on the Western Continent is the portrait of Miss 
Ada Rehan as Katherine in the " Taming of the Shrew," which has 
been executed by Mr. S. Arlent Edwards, after a picture of the actress 
painted from life by Mr. A. M. Turner. It is rather odd that it should 
remain for two Englishmen to do this justice to an American actress. 
But Mr. Daly is one of those wide-minded men with whom art has 
no nationality, and Miss Rehan is the gainer by his Catholicism of 
thought. 1- 

The plate represents Katherine in that defiant attitude which Shaksr 
peare makes characteristic of the temper which Petrtuhio breaks. Her 
arms are folded with a fierce determination, and her face boldly con- 
fronts the presumptuous disputant of her pleasure. The portraiture 
is excellent. It requires very little idealization on the part of the 
artist to do justice to Miss Rehan's beauty, and in this case Mr. 
Turner has gone just far enough. To my mind it is the best portrait 
of her that has yet been made. Some photographs may give us a 
nearer likeness, but the spirit of the woman and her sympathy with 
her part have never, as far as my memory goes, been so seized upon 
before. Mr. Turner is an artist whose modesty alone has prevented 
him from receiving the general recognition which he deserves. He 
has been a prize winner at several of our exhibitions, and in his 
special line of art has certainly no superior in this country. 

Mr. Edwards, who has made the plate after Mr. Turner's portrait, 
and who, to give him full credit, originated the idea for it, has shown 
in his mezzotint the possibilities of an art too long left in desuetude. 
His treatment of the rich textures of his subject is perfect; his sweep 
of the scraper is broad and delicate at the same time. His differentia- 
tion of fabrics and surfaces is of -a subtly perfect quality. In his plate 
hair looks like hair, cloth like cloth, flesh like flesh; the flash of- an 
eye and the glitter of a jewel have each their proper character. The 
edition of his plate will- be limited to two hundred proofs for sale, 
and twenty-five presentation proofs, after which the plate will be 
destroyed and a portion given to each subscriber of the remarque 
proofs. Each proof will be numbered, and signed by Miss Ada 
Rehan, A. M. Turner and S. Arlent Edwards. A first proof is on 
view at Brentano's, Fifth avenue and Eighteenth street. All com- 
munications should be addressed to Daly's Theatre, or to G. W. H. 
Ritchie, 39 West 14th street, New York. The price of the plates is set 
at: 50 remarque proofs at $50, 150 india proofs at $30, and there will 
be 25 presentation proofs, which will not be for sale. Subscribers can 
therefore be assured of the integrity of their prints. 



Mr. T. J. Oakley Rhinelander, of this city, is said to own the finest col- 
lection of genuine antique armor in the United States. 



L. CRIST DELMONICO 

(KOHN'S ART ROOMS), 
166 FIFTH AVENUE (between 21st and 22d Sts.), NEW YOBK. 

CONNOISSEURS and LOVERS OF ART are invited to inspect our 
very choice Collections of MODERN PAINTINGS. 



Fifth Avenue Auction 

Rooms, 

240 Fifth Ave. 



WM. B. NORMAN, Auctioneer, 

Will conduct sales of Antiques, Porce- 
lains, Books, Paintings and En- 
gravings, Artistic Furniture 
and Art objects generally. 

ORTGIES & CO., 

Art Auctioneers, 

FIFTH AVE. ART GALLERIES, 

366 and 368 FIFTH AVE..N.Y 



Pictures in Oil 

AND 

Water Colors. 

THE WORK OF AMERICAN -ARTISTS 
A SPECIALTY. 

Now on exhibition, choice ex- 
amples by Messrs. A. H. Wyant, 
J. Francis Murphy, H. W. Ran- 
ger, R. Swain Gifford, Horatio 
Walker and other prominent 
artists. 

Inspection and correspondence 
invited. 

WILLIAM MACBETH, 
237 Fifth Avenue, 

Two doors above 27th St. NEW YORK. 



CHARLES R LIBBIE & CO., 

AUCTIONEERS, 

No. 13 Hayward PI, Boston, Mass. 



Special facilities for the arrangement and sale 
by Auction of Books, Autographs, Coins, En- 
gravings, Furniture, and other Personal Prop 
erty. Consignments and correspondence so- 
licited. Catalogues mailed on application, and 
purchases made for librarians and bookbuyers 
free of charge. _ ; 

BANGS & COMPANY, \ 

- — Established 1834. 

739 and 741 BROADWAY, 

Opposite Astor Place, NEW YORK. 

Have almost Daily Auction Sales of 

LIBRARIES, COLLECTIONS OF BOOKS, 
Autographs, Coins, Medals, 

and other . 

LITERARY PROPERTY. 

Consignments solicited, Correspondence invited, Cata 

logues mailed upon application, and Bids 

executed free of charge. 



